
 

 

 

 

 

Cypress Trees 
adapt and survive in the most difficult environments. 

They  grow slowly building powerful foundations 

capable of supporting magnificent creations. When the 

sands of time have passed and the tree no longer exists, 

the foundation still remains. There are lessons to be 

learned from the silent Cypress Tree. 



 

 

 
 

FCA Corp 

Privileges afforded by wealth inherently bring complicated responsibilities. 

The Greek mathematician Archimedes once said: 

“Give me a lever long enough and a fulcrum upon which to place it and I shall move the world” 

From our view, “time” is the lever and proven “experience” is the fulcrum upon which it must be placed. 
The “world” to be moved is yours. It is made of your goals, visions, responsibilities, needs and desires. 

The clientele receiving our comprehensive services is intentionally exclusive allowing us to dedicate 
the resources essential for each to achieve the goals they deem important. 

It is our goal to understand completely your individual circumstances; be responsive to your guidance; 
be effective in developing proprietary answers; and be efficient in communicating 

and implementing the solutions designed to serve your best interests. 

“Partners for Today …. Foundations for Tomorrow” 



 
 

 
 

“What we do” 

Although objectives may not necessarily be financial in nature, they may require astute financial acumen 
to attain. They need specialized professional services. Our experienced teams provide customized estate / 
financial plans and asset management. Tax preparation, real estate consulting, business consulting and similar 
related services are also widely utilized by our clientele. 

Wealth management at the level we see and practice is a very mature, adult business. There are no set 
pre-planned programs or procedures guaranteed to provide success. Each client’s circumstances require 
specific responses utilizing time-tested concepts.  There is no substitute for experience in this process. 

Our philosophy at FCA is team oriented fortified by personal services. We challenge ourselves to have each 
distinguished client feel FCA is the client’s private Wealth Management Office. 

“The ease with which we function” 

The process begins with extensive interviews with you, the client. We seek to know your expectations, desires, 
guidelines and personality as we work through the initial planning procedures. Our intent is to provide the 
needed sense of security and accomplish the estate protection vital to long-term success. This method teaches 
us your decision-making processes and helps us determine how we can best compliment your efforts. 

At all times, we work to provide experienced leadership. We seek to never lose sight of the fact the client is 
the person we serve.  



   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

“Things that did not exist” 

When working with clients, we inevitably discover important financial data revealing information they did not 
know existed. The financial /estate planning process requires the accumulation of extensive data from which 
calculations can be made revealing the potential financial viability of the individual or estate plans. Simply 
stated, we refer to this as the financial health score card. It is very important for all individuals and entities 
regardless of size and complexity.  

With this basic analysis performed, discussions can then be held regarding planning for important concerns of: 

• Ultimate long-term financial master plans 
• Long-term financial security for family members 
• Succession for personal and private corporate interests 
• Desires to concentrate tax-preparations of all interests 
• Decisions regarding lifetime goals one may seek to attain 
• Desires to form a philanthropic base for future visions 
• The needs for various back office services 
• Specific issues of family dynamics 

“Best of the best” 

Even though the term might be subjective, we make an intense effort to have the “best of the best” working 
on behalf of our clientele. We do not care who gets the credit. We want the job done. Although our own 
personnel are very capable, we will reach out to include selected professionals. These persons are brought 
into the process as opportunities arise for them to provide value to you. Where the value received exceeds 
the costs incurred, we will recommend them to be a part of the team. 

FCA does not share in outside fees or commissions nor do we accept referral payments.  



 
 

 

 
 

“We talk to each other” 

As the team takes shape, the exchange of ideas begins. If you already have professional assistance, we 
encourage those individuals to be a part of the team if that is your desire. We will seek to empower them 
to be more proficient in the tasks at hand. By our providing a clear comprehensive view of all delegated 
areas of responsibilities, the entire effort will be more productive. 

During this process, we typically prepare a complete Inventory of Assets. We conduct extensive interviews to 
determine how specific assets should be held. This procedure involves our proprietary processes and reveals 
a great deal about the actual assets. The matching of certain assets with specific objectives of certain trusts is 
very important. From this information, an Investment Policy Statement and a plan can be designed, approved 
and implemented. The initial plan is not inflexible and will be amended as circumstances change. Through 
time, assets can “morph” from one intended purpose to another. Communication is imperative.   

“Every portfolio has a face” 

The statistical information we continually gather and personal knowledge we gain facilitates the private 
structure of all portfolios and programs. Each client is distinct as to their characteristics and appropriate 
plans and portfolios are created to reflect these distinctions. 

We have no pre-set, non-negotiable portfolio models or ready-made estate plans. We seek a relationship that 
develops a financial planning /asset management program unique to the person or entity.    

Everything is created to reflect individual interests. 



 

 

 

“Critical Mass Monitoring” 

As asset values change, the “plan” must be adjusted, as necessary, to remain current. 

Active monitoring of all assets in an estate or financial plan is imperative. 

As assets change in value, the interactive effects on the estate as a whole may change. Asset values change, 
participants change and tax liabilities change. Monitoring should be “dynamic” thus allowing potential 
changing estate obligations to be recognized. FCA has developed programs and procedures to provide current, 
interactive supporting data for review by all parties. The monitoring is designed to cover all aspects of the 
estate as well as the individual participant’s interests.   

When requested, different scenarios can be electronically analyzed. If a major event is anticipated such as 
the sale of a home or business or receipt of insurance proceeds, pro formas can be run to reflect their potential 
impact. This information assists in evaluating how various parts of the estate could be affected. This 
information can be vital.   

The broad spectrum view is maintained by the team supporting the entire estate. 

These confidential monitoring processes are performed in-house. 



 

 

“Thinking the things we don’t want to think” 

Forty years’ experience has taught several things that are often not sufficiently discussed.  

First: 

Many clients have established relationships with very qualified professionals in whom they have placed 
their trust. If that trusted professional retires or dies, their associates may not have the same comprehensive 
knowledge, interest or abilities and at this point one realizes the immense value of immediate access to FCA’s 
comprehensive knowledge of the complete estate as well as the succession intent. It is not a time for educating 
the uninitiated. 

Second: 

It is often said the best plans can be made but post-mortem circumstances can require the process be started 
over. Immediate post-mortem responses can have material consequences and must be made in a manner 
consistent with the overall planned intent. Only those intimately familiar with the facts can respond quickly 
and accurately. It is not the time to have to seek people who need to be educated on the facts much less on 
what is needed to be done. 

There is no substitute for the leadership provided. 



    

 

FCA Corp 

Available Services: 

Family Office / Separate Client Services: 

Dedicated Team To Work With Client’s Staff 
Estate Reviews And Structures 
Efficient Tax Planning /Coordination 
In-Depth Communications/Reporting 
Complete Personal Financial Planning 
Coordinated Wealth Transfer 
Succession Planning 
Coordinated Financial Reporting 
Outsourced Insurance Services*    
Personal Consultations 

Investment Services: 

All Assets Under One Comprehensive Review 
Asset Allocation of All Assets 
Portfolio Management 
Coordinated Portfolio Monitoring 
Daily Reconciliation of Assets 
Quarterly Performance Reporting 
Tax-Efficient Management of Assets 

* FCA Corp does not participate in nor accept any portion of any third party fees, commissions or charges of 
any type made by others working with our clientele. We may help negotiate the fees based upon the volume of 
business you or FCA Corp might be doing within the marketplace, but FCA Corp still would not participate in 
any third party compensation.  



 

 

 

 

Investment philosophy of FCA: 

While there are many complex concepts of money management, FCA seeks simplicity.  Returns of the capital 
markets can not be “created”; they can only be “captured” through time. Attempts to “create” returns involve 
inherent unacceptable risks. 

We seek to protect the capital and purchasing power of the portfolios first by “outperforming on the downside” 
while capturing as much as possible of the “upside” as markets rise. Losses have a greater effect and can 
harm a portfolio far more than gains benefit it. Our view is that no investment management style exists that 
historically outperforms on both the “upside” and “downside”. 

We fully recognize income streams and credit worthiness of fixed income instruments are steadying 
influences on portfolios through time. Fixed income represents an integral part of most of our portfolios. 
This fixed income investment philosophy compliments our long-term horizon view of the markets. We 
do not invest in comparison to any specific benchmark. 

Equity exposure is from a core of planned index type investments enhanced by selected equities determined 
to be of particular interest. The result is intended to be a portfolio representative of the various marketplaces 
available domestically and internationally. We believe in the long term growth of both the domestic and 
international economies and attempt to benefit from that growth in a manner that provides returns in keeping 
with the implicit risks.  

FCA’s management of three internationally-based mutual funds provides our firm with a unique observance 
of foreign economies so important to diversified investment in today’s marketplace. 



                  
                  

              

                    

“The enduring foundation” 

Through these brief descriptions of the various aspects of FCA and how we seek to work with our distinguished 
clientele, you have an initial understanding of the basic approach we use to build the foundation to provide the 
means to meet the diversified challenges of the estate, financial planning and asset management marketplaces. 

Sometimes, it is simple and at other times very complex. 

We want you to appreciate that regardless of your individual needs; our goal is to assist you in meeting them. 

At FCA . . . .You are very important to us ! 

Please refer to the attached information setting forth important personnel information. 

FCA Corp’s predecessor entity, First Commonwealth Associates was founded in 1975 and FCA Corp is a 
wholly owned subsidiary of privately held First Commonwealth Holdings Corp. 

FCA Corp is a Registered Investment Advisor under the Investment Advisors Act of 1940. By design, we do 
not have a broker dealer division. Client assets are held in the custody of pre-selected brokerage firms. 
Each year FCA Corp files with the Securities Exchange Commission a Uniform Application for Investment 
Advisor Registration known as Form ADV I which is available upon request. Additionally, FCA prepares and 
provides to all clients Form ADV II, which contains information about the firm’s advisory services, business 
practices and any actual potential conflicts of interest, among other things. We encourage you to review form 
ADV Part II and to ask any questions. 




